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When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw 
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-

chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.   -- Matthew 2:10-11 



By Bill Jones, Senior Pastor 

 

In our Senior Pastor’s Wednesday Night Bible Study beginning in January we will 
explore some of the stories and their meaning in the books Between the Testaments, 
often referred to as the Apocrypha.  The term Apocrypha derives from the common 
Greek word apokryphos, meaning ―hidden,‖ which has come to be used especially by 
Protestants to refer to a particular collection of writings, many of which are accepted as 
canonical Scripture by Roman Catholics and other Christians.  In Protestant Bibles the 
books Between the Testaments refer to the 19 books or parts of books placed after 
Malachi and before the Gospel of Matthew.   These books include Tobit, Sirach, the 
Wisdom of Solomon, Judith, 1 and 2 Maccabees, Baruch, additions to Daniel and 
Esther, 1 and 2 Esdras, the Letter of Jeremiah, the Prayer of Manasseh, and 3 and 4 
Maccabees. 

Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Christians call these books the deutero-
canon, or second canon.  That is, they were not part of the first canon, or the authori-
tative list of books that compose the Old and New Testaments.  Their Bibles inter-
sperse them throughout the Old Testament.  This designation means that even though 
Protestants have usually called these books the Apocrypha and gather them together 
between the Old and New Testaments, Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Chris-
tians regard them as Scripture but acknowledge them as Scripture that was written 
later than the other books.  Since still other books are called the New Testament Apoc-
rypha, the term Old Testament Apocrypha is often preferred. 

In recent years, Protestants have become interested in these stories between the 
testaments.  The heroes and heroines of these stories were faithful to God.  Their lives 
lifted up obedience to the Law.  They provide insight on the religious, political, and cul-
tural environment that produced the New Testament. 

In our Wednesday night study we will be using Marjorie Kimbrough’s book, Stories 
Between the Testaments: Meeting the People of the Apocrypha as a guide to help us 
learn these stories between the Old and New Testaments and their meaning for us.  If 
you would like to reserve a copy of the book, please contact Cindy Banek at the 
church.  You are welcome to join us for this insightful study on Wednesday evenings at 
7:00 PM in the fellowship hall beginning January 5th. 

Why Bother to Read These Books? 

What are the Apocrypha  
and  



Thoughts from Allie 
 

A few months ago I shared some thoughts on homelessness in 
our city:  how it is a sensitive issue in a city that thrives on making 
itself attractive to tourists, but how it is also an issue that has 
been gaining traction both inside the faith community and out.  I 

asked us to be in prayer to discern how God might be calling us to 
reach out to our neighbors. 

Now I want to let you know about just one way God may be 
calling us to do so.  As you may have heard, the United Way of Greater Williamsburg is working together with 
the City of Williamsburg, the surrounding counties, and the Williamsburg faith community to launch a new 
Intake and Referral (I&R) office.  This will be a place where our neighbors in need will be able to go and 
speak to people who can connect them to comprehensive ―wraparound‖ services available in our community.  
In other words, if someone has trouble maintaining a residence, they often are in need of not just rent 
money but job training, legal services, addiction services, childcare, budget counseling, and/or a host of other 
services.  Access to wraparound services allows people who are willing to really get their lives back on track, 
rather than just seeking a bandaid for their financial situation each month.  Presently the United Way doesn’t 
have the capacity to work with a large number of people on this level, but with the expanded I&R office, it 
will. 

To be able to carry this initiative forward, United Way needs several things.  From me, as a pastor, it 
needs my cooperation in making sure people who come to me for financial assistance get connected to this 
office and the services it can provide access to.  From us, as a church, it needs financial support—the best 
response to which we are still discussing in meetings of the Local Outreach Committee.  And from among 
you, it needs volunteers.  There are two categories of volunteer positions: Receptionists, who will answer 
calls, greet clients, and assist them with community resource information; and Community Resources Assis-
tants, who will speak with clients, assess their needs, and process referrals to appropriate programs.  Either 
would involve a commitment of as little as several hours a month. 

I invite you to ask me for more information if you think this might be a way God is calling 
you to be a source of hope for our neighbors in need.  And either way, of course, I invite you to 
continue to be in prayer for people in our community without a secure place to 
stay, and that we all might be more active and intentional in loving our neighbors 
with the love of Christ. 

Women of the Church!! 
By popular demand!! 

 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 26, 2011, for a 
WUMC Women's Day Retreat.  The topic will be "Peace, Not Worry," 
and will be a condensed experience of our October, 2010 weekend 
retreat. Tentative time is set for 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Look for more 
details in the February Messenger and new year's weekly church 
bulletins. Contact persons are Gwen Hinton, Laura Viancour, and 
Holley Walling. 

Thank you, Gwen Hinton 



 

From the Minister of Congregational Care,  
Mike Meloy 

  

Christmas always has many of us gathering up special memories of childhood or 
times in our past.  I recall one of my grandmothers talking about the Christmas stock-
ings that she and her siblings received.  Especially they remember digging to the bottom 
of the stocking in search of an orange or another piece of fruit which were not part of 
their daily menu in hard times.  Jane Sydney and I have a crystal cream pitcher that was 
given to my grandmother the first year my grandmother and grandfather were married.  
My grandfather worked on a small farm;  and the owner’s wife brought a stocking down 
to their little house and hung it on the door knob.  It has a special place in our kitchen. 
We remember celebrating Christmas with one of the Sunday School classes in one of our 

first churches.  We gathered at one of the member’s homes.  It was a small house with a kitchen with a pot 
bellied stove.  About twelve of us sat around that stove to keep warm and sing Christmas carols and listen to 
the Christmas story.  I doubt if there has been a Christmas in our 41 years of marriage that we haven’t remi-
nisced about that memorable time and had warm feelings of the 
Christmas Spirit, the joy that fills our hearts as we think of the 
gift of God’s love to us in his son. 

I trust this Christmas has had you making memo-
ries, remembering special times in the past and 
holding the joy and love of Christmas as the 
greatest gift to all of us. 

     
 Peace and Joy 

For Lent, the Shepherd’s Fold Ministry will deliver 25 wrapped shoeboxes filled with modest gifts to mem-
bers who are no longer able to attend worship.  The intent is to include one little gift to unwrap each day of 
Lent.  Each shoebox contains the items listed below.  If you would like to make a contribution, please place 
items in the bin marked ―Shoe Box Gifts‖ by January 31.  All items should be unopened and unused. 

Two each of the following:  combs, pencils, ink pens, Chapsticks, small note pads or post-its. 

 Travel sizes of the following:  shampoo, hair conditioner, 
soap, deodorant, bath powder, toothpaste, mouthwash, tissue 
pack, hand lotion, pack of Band-Aids, pencil sharpener, Woolite 
pack. 

    One each of the following:  nail file, emery board, book mark, 
toothbrush, washcloth, small Easter-related trinket or stuffed ani-
mal, package of greeting or note cards, scotch tape. 

Contact Vikki DiToto 903-4976 or Vikkilynn@cox.net       

Shepherd’s Fold 

mailto:Vikkilynn@cox.net


Condolences 
 

 Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families 
of those who have passed away during the last few 
months: 

Harry Moss 

Richard Thompson's mother, Gloria Thompson 

Cassie Klaus Maye’s father, Charles Klaus  

Katheryn Driscoll’s father, Lyle Zimmer 

Grief Support Classes 
The current fall class will conclude with a session on Monday, January 10, 

2011 at 7:00 p.m. 

A new Grief Support Class will begin on January 24, 2011 and run for 10 
weeks, meeting on Mondays from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. in the WUMC den.  This 
class is open to all who have experienced the recent death of a loved one as 
well as to those whose significant loss occurred some time ago.  One does 
not need to be a member of the church to attend.  

Statistics indicate a noticeable difference in those who have participated 
in such classes as opposed to those who have not.  Using a specific program 
written by Dr. Alan Wolfelt, a leading thanatologist and Director of the Center 
for Loss and Life Transitions, participants are invited to share their story and 
their experiences through the grief process as they see fit, but may also at-
tend and remain silent if they so desire.  The program is designed to help 
bring the grief from the inside out and is very effective in helping one cope 
with this major life transition. 

New on the horizon is a class on making the choice to bring Happiness 
Into Your Life.  This class will begin on January 18, 2010 and run for 4 weeks 
meeting from 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. in the WUMC den. 



 

ReNEW Youth Ministry in January! 
 

 Happy New Year from reNEW Youth Ministry! 

  

Wow, 2011!  How do things like this happen?  It seems like I just (finally) got used to writing 
2010, and now I have to start all over again with 2011.  Thank goodness for the ―backspace‖ key! 

 

With the Advent season behind us, reNEW Youth Ministry launches into 2011 with several impor-
tant events and opportunities.  Among them: 

Registration for 2011 Mission Trips will begin in January!   

Middle School Jeremiah Project: June 26-July 2 

High School TEAMeffort: July 24-30. 

Pre-order our delicious Super Bowl Chili beginning January 9. 

Choose from our ―Signature‖ meat & bean or ―Savory Lentil‖ vegetarian recipes. 

Still only $10/qt! Orders will be available for pickup on Sunday, Feb 6. 

January 9: Youth Serve at PORT Homeless Shelter.  More details to come! Check weekly 
bulletins and emailed reNEWsletters. 

January 30: Ecumenical Worship on the theme of Christian Unity.  Features leadership by 
youth from WUMC and seven other Williamsburg-area churches.  More information to come. 

 

Stay “in the loop” with reNEW Youth Ministry by subscribing to our email list!  Just fill out 
the form on the reNEWsletter page under ―College & Youth‖ on the Church Website.  You can also 
subscribe under the ―Email Signup‖ tab on our Group Facebook Page (www.Facebook.com/
WUMCYouth). 

 
And on a personal note, I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to the family of WUMC for your 

prayers and your support over the past year, and for your generous holiday gifts.  Working with the 
youth of Williamsburg UMC (and their friends) continues to be one of my greatest joys, and I look for-
ward to what 2011 has in store!  May God richly bless you—as you have been a blessing to me! 

 
reNEW Youth Ministry:  

Nurturing, Empowering and Welcoming the youth of Williamsburg UMC and beyond. 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  They can be submitted by e-mail to Lianne Koch 
at lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, please e-mail Lianne or call 
229-1771. 

http://www.Facebook.com/WUMCYouth
http://www.Facebook.com/WUMCYouth
mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


Sunday School News… 

For information about any Bible study or Sunday School, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771). 

Adult Class Studies beginning in January 
 

Pathfinder’s Class (room 206):  "Hurry Less, Worry Less for Families‖ by Judy Pace Christie 

This book is intended for all those busy women and men who want to slow their lives down but don’t quite 
know where to start. It offers quick tips, strategies for change, and an invitation to a Christian life. 
 

Adult Bible Study Class (room 174):  ―A Study of Ezekiel:  God’s Care for Us‖ by Brady Whitehead 

The class will study the life of the prophet Ezekiel using the popular Bible Readers Series material. 
 

Family Ties Class (room 309):  ―Living Fully, Dying Well‖ lead by Rev. Mike Meloy 

Using this text by Rueben P. Job, Rev. Meloy will speak about making careful, wise and prayerful preparation 
for meeting life’s most important moments.  

 

Remember – we have seven additional adult Sunday School classes, each one 
studying a different series/subject, so there is one just for you!  We also have 
classes for children and youth.  For information about Christian Education, contact 
Cindy Banek, 229-1771. 

Make it your New Year’s Resolution to attend Sunday School every week! 

Please join us in welcoming into the 
world 

Emma Claire Conner 
Born December 20, 2010 to  

Stephen & Jennifer Conner.   

 

 

Welcome & Happy Birthday to all those 
born this month!  

Shawl Ministry will meet 
on January 17 at 2:00 
p.m. in the conference 
room downstairs, room 
171.  As always, all are 
welcome.  If there are 
questions, please call 
Nancy Brown (564-3047).  
It’s always fun to have 
newcomers! 

Shawl Ministry It’s A !! 



Our monthly 50’s Plus luncheon group will meet on Wednesday, January 

12 at noon in the Fellowship Hall.  Our 50 Plus group is open to any one age 

50 plus, and we enthusiastically welcome all new members!   We only ask that 

you bring a small donation for the chicken (provided) and a side dish or des-

sert to share with the group.  We look forward to seeing you!  For information 

about our 50’s Plus group, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771). 

50’s Plus Luncheon50’s Plus Luncheon 

A winner of the National Book Award, ―The Gnostic Gospels,‖ by Elaine Pagels will be read and discussed in a small group beginning Wednesday, January 5 from 9:30 – 11:00 am in room 352.  The facilitator of this group is Rev. Marvin Willard.  You may register by contacting Cindy Banek at 229-1771. 

Wednesday  
Morning  

Bible Study 



From the Virginia Conference 
 

A time of prayer, fasting and discernment!  This fall, Bishop Charlene Kam-
merer invited us to join her in a weekly time of fasting and prayer through Dec. 31, to 
ask God to work within us for the future of the church. This invitation came following a 
motion adopted by the 2010 Annual Conference that calls on all Virginia Conference 
United Methodists to ―fast, wait before the Lord, confess our sins related to sharing our 
faith with those not connected with any faith community, and repent of all that has 
kept our faith communities from being as fruitful as God desires.‖ This request from 
Bishop Kammerer could not have come at a more perfect time, a time of change.  We 
are experiencing re-alignment of our district boundaries, reforming of some of our 
boards and agencies, and a renewal within the mission of many of our churches.  What 
better time to seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit for our church and in our lives. 

Some may have some trouble with this way of thinking.  First of all that nasty word 
―change‖ is being said again.  We hope that all can see that our God the Creator, is 
continually at work in this world, and with every new creation there is a change.  A 
new baby changes a family forever, new inventions change how we live.  Change is 
one of the signs that we live in a world alive and full of God’s grace and love. 

As we look toward the beginning of a new year, resolve to set aside a block of time 
to think and dream.  During this time, think about your church, the people, and the 
future it holds. What do you think that your church will look like in five years?  Do you 
think it will look the same?  Most likely not, change comes.  Will there be more peo-
ple?  Less people?  Will your church be alive and vibrant, or possibly closed?  During 
this continued time of prayer and fasting, ask the Holy Spirit to lead your thoughts to a 
vision of your church in five years, God’s vision for a vital faith community.  Don’t be 
afraid of the changes that you see.  Let your faith in God be stronger than your fear of 
change.  
  

Take some time for prayer, fasting and dreaming! 
 

Office of Leadership and Inclusivity 

Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church 



Proceeds benefit Early  

Childhood Music School. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD MUSIC SCHOOL 

SPRING CLASSES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Early Childhood Music School is accepting registrations for the next session to begin January 10, 2011.  
Weekly classes in music and movement are offered for children ages 2 months through 6 years.  The 
classes, tailored to the student’s age and developmental level, are taught by certified early childhood mu-
sic specialists in a positive and nurturing environment.  Group Piano for adults is available, also.  Contact 
Cindy Freeman for a spring brochure at 229-1771. 

It’s never too early to start planning a Valentine’s Day celebra-
tion for you and your sweetheart.  What would you expect to 
pay for a perfectly romantic evening out, including child care 
and entertainment?  $100, $200?  The ECMS board is busy 

planning just such an event, complete with a candlelit, catered 
dinner for two, plus child care and professional entertain-
ment . . . but it won’t cost $200 or even $100.  No sweet-

heart?  No problem.  Groups are welcome, too. 

Save the date:  Friday,  

February 11, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Have a  Heart! 

Make your reservation today by calling Cindy Freeman, 229-1771 X108.  



Dear Church, 
 

We would like to thank every member of the WUMC music ministries for their dedicated spirit 
to the many planned events and special worship services we endeavored during Advent and 
Christmas. The members of each ensemble gave selflessly of their time and talents – and, in 
many cases, their treasures, too – to our church, its people, our friends in the community and to 
our many visitors during December. Numerous people personally thanked us for the inspired re-
telling of the Christmas story through the musical offerings of our children’s choirs, youth choir, 
adult choirs, bell choirs, orchestra, the Messiah mass choir, recorder consort, and all of the solo-
ists who presented their musical talents. We are deeply indebted to the parents of our children 
and youth who managed their busy schedules to get them to rehearsals and dress rehearsals – 
and helped them memorize their lines for the children’s Christmas musical and Christmas Eve 
pageant. Music ministry parents are just as important to our church’s future, the spiritual health 
of our Christian mission- and the many objectives accomplished- as our more than 230 music 
ministry participants. We also thank our hard-working office staff, Jane, Nancy, and Lianne who 
churn out a tremendous amount of work in a short period of time on the church’s behalf. We 
couldn’t function without them. And we are thankful for our senior and associate clergy for their 
unwavering support and sensitive leadership through a complicated period of the Christian lit-
urgy. Bill Jones’ and Allie Rosner’s willingness and ability to hold our attention in the pulpit has 
strengthened our commitment with their good humor, insightful sermons, and poignant analogies 
for our times. We have a rare team that knows how to inspire its flock within and beyond the 
miracle of Christmas.  
 

Richard, Cindy, Tom 

Music Ministry Start-up Dates 
For 2011 

 
The New Year is a perfect time to join one of our ensembles.  We have a choir for every age, 

from Kindergarten through Adult, and we need you! 
 

Children/Youth 
 

Sunday, January 9 – Bells of Praise and Canticles of Praise (Grades 6 – 12) 
Thursday, January 13 – Children’s Choirs:  Carol Choir (Grades K – 2) 

  Wesley Choir and Joyful Noise Ringers (Grades 3 – 5) 
 

Adults/College Students 
 

Thursday, January 6 – Chancel Choir and Sanctuary Choir 
Tuesday, January 11 – Sine Nomine Ringers and Covenant Ringers  
Monday, January 17 – Church Orchestra 
Wednesday, January 19 – Williamsburg Ringers  
Monday, January 31 – Recorder Consort 
 

To register for any of the ensembles above, please contact Richard Sowers, Cindy Freeman or Tom Marshall 
(229-1771). 
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Organ Progress Report 
 

 

During this Advent season, your organ installation committee has 
been hard at work.  A contractor has been selected to work on the 
changes to the chancel area necessitated by the organ installa-
tion.  Due to acoustical requirements, the chancel floor will be re-
done with hardwoods.  In addition, the choir loft will need some re-
arranging to accommodate the new organ console.  Work within the 
sanctuary is scheduled to be done during the regular workweek of 
Monday through Friday beginning in mid-January and ending in 
April.  The new organ should be installed in mid-May.  Peragallo will 
be purchasing our old organ, and the resulting monies received will 
go to reduce the organ debt.  

For information about your organ fund pledge amount, please 
contact Jane in the church office (229-1771) or Al Gunner (258-
3755).   We continue to respect the privacy of these pledges, so this 
information is limited in availability.  It is important for us to main-
tain our giving as pay outs begin to impact our present accumulation 
of monies.  We need the pledged support of everyone who has indi-
cated their willingness to help.  Praise God for all He has blessed us 
to accomplish to glorify His name! 


